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Lower Sioux Community, 

Redwood County combine efforts
ByDvyrniul
Managing Edhor

Its not the road leas travailed, 
although it magba should be - for 
safety’s sake

Wi(h eleven-foot-wide lanes and 
three-foot-wide (and leas in spoU) 
shoulders. County SUte Aid 
Highway 24 between Redwood Falls 
and Jackpot Junction iant on any­
body's favorite road list.

That ought to change between 
now and Oct. 1. as the above-men­
tioned stretch wiU be completely 
rebuilt by Buffalo Bituminous.

The Redwood County Board 
approved the project and awarded 
the bid in recent months - the 
Gaiette published articlaa on it, as 
well

The purpose behind this story is to 
share the public-private cooperation 
that is making the road laae aafe

Roger Prescott, Chairman of the 
Board of the Lower Sious Commu­
nity Tribal Council, presented a 
check for ISO.CMO to the Redwood 
Ckninty Board of Commissioners 
‘I\ieaday, the tribe's voluntary contri­
bution to the work being completed.

“We welcome the opportunity to 
work together with the county to 
improve our local transportation sys­
tem,' Prescott said. This shall serve 
as an eaample that local enterprises 
can work together with local agen­
cies to aSdrses transportation needs 
and develop aolutions that benefit all 
uaers of our local highway system.'

Here’s how the financing of the 
project works: Roughly four years 
ago. the Redwood Countv Highway 
Department devalopad M re-build 
pUna as a laderal project, and it was 
uhimataly approved.

Of the tl 114 million in construc-

Uon coots, the federal government 
wiU tick up $880,000 The sUte gov­
ernment. under a tranoporUtion 
improvement program, will con­
tribute $265,000

While the two figures in the previ­
ous paragraph do add up to the fiill 
amount needed for construction of 
the project, neither the feds nor the 
state deal in design or project admin­
istration costs - hence the local need.

Normally, the county would eat 
the full design and administration 
costs - generally about 15 percent of 
the construction costs, but in this 
case, the Lower Sious Community 
came forward and offered to help.

According to Redwood County 
Highway Engineer Ernie Fiala, the 
local respor-sibitity will be $160,000

"Active involvement by llkml 
groups helps us to achieve our goals,' 
trials said. They didn't have to do 
this'

" CounWek Tfontnfl state highway dollars tor ] 
cities with populations of leas than 5,000, and 
the Wabasso project will pnmarily utilise 
monies from the county's state-aid municipal 
account la small portion of the project is actual­
ly outside of the municipal limits, and the coun­
ty's state-aid county account will provide the 
funds).

Of the four companies bidding on the project, 
two came in below the engineer's estimate of 
$739,031 Mathiowets was low bidder

The county has had to secure additional 
right-of-way and easements for the Highway 13 
project, as to allow for a better ditch slope out 
into the fields, and a single hold out remains 

According to Assistant County Attorney Tim 
Mellor, a meeting will be set up with the proper­
ty owners later this month

In other county news, the County Ditch 69 
Improvement Project is nearing its completion, 
but not without some problems

No less than eight individuals who own prop­
erty adjacent to the buried tile system came to 
Tuesday’s hearing, explaining that several 
things are out of line, from their point of view.

The county board, which will wait to make 
the final payment of $25,500 to the contracting 
firm out of Iowa until the situation is resolved, 
asked Bolton & Menk Engineer Andy Kehren to 
look into the matter and report back at the hear­
ing's continuance in early July.

At iMiue are a sink hole along a county road, 
a $1,500 tile extension project that needed to be 
done after the contractor left and property not 
returned to the sUte that it was in after com­
pletion of the project, among other things

Finally. The board authoiiied regular status 
to Public Health Nurse Michelle Stotesbury 
effective July 1 in a personnel action.
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By Daryl Thul 
Managing Editor

If the Redwood Falls 
Community Center is nothing 
more tlmn designs on pieces of 
paper at this stage, Tuewiay 
afternoon's special Redwood 
Fells City Council meeting 
puts some money behind those 
pUns.

The council, approved the 
sale of $900,000 in general 
obligation bonds to Cronin h 
Company at a true intenet cost 
of 5.2303 perceid over the life 
of the 25-year inBebtodneas

The city, which will actually 
receive $889,200 for the bonds 
(according to City Bond 
Consultant Bill Fahey, the d»

pari^ is due to iinianoe coate 
and the underwriter's diacaunt 
- both stendard in transactions 
such as thaael.

The funds, which will be 
deposited and draw interest 
until they an needed, will ulti­
mately provide the project with 
$903,382 in May 2000.

The city will make payments 
against the bonds every May. 
starting with $41,337 in the 
year 2000 and roughly $62,000 
in subsequent yean.

The interest rate will start 
at 4 psreent and rise slowly to 5
percent by the yomt 2011, and 
then top out at 5.26 percent for 
the final five yaan of the con­
tract

Five companies bid on the

bonds, with three of the inveat- 
ment firms within thne-one- 
thousandths of each other. 
Fahey said he was pleased with 
the bids

When asked how close the 
bond sale came to projections. 
Fahey explained that the num- 
ben for any given year an 
within $500 to $700 (very 
closel. but that changing leg­
islative changes to property tex 
laws and an increase in some 
credits could change what an 
individual property owner 
would pay in any given year.

The total amount of interest 
the city will pay over the life of 
the bonds is $796,829.

FOR THE LET’S GO
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THERE'S ALWAYS SOMEIHIHG HAPPENING
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ral forum planned for Monday night
i SUte organiiations who named 
f the soaal and economic crisis as 
II a priority. A 14-member rural 
■sd raaponse team developed the 
the forum.

in "We want to figure out what 
are the best strategies and where 

Bed we can go from here,' said 
and Spanier
link Governor Jesse Ventura and a 

representative of the U.S. 
rum Department of Agriculture are 
fro- the expected special guests dur- 
ibr- ing the live broadcast 
tom People attending the forum in 
will Redwood Falls may participate in 
M- the discussion, as questkms may 

eus- be called in to th  ̂program dur- 
mse ing the meeting. Extension adu- 
mse caters Wayne Hanaen and Mary 
) be Hedin will overaee the Redwood 

County forum.
tend *We still need to do some talk- 
the ing,' said Spanier. 'How do we 

Hise handle rural response? How do 
we make rural cosnmunities 

Mon usUientr
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many benefits. He likened the 
rural crisis to the Y2K iseue in 
that plans should be in place for 
dealing with these situations.

If we know they are going to 
happen, how do we prepare for 
thoae things?' questioned 
Spanier. 'How do you help farm­
ers beet deal with the change and 
the shift with the ag situation?'

While the answers may not be 
available during Monday night's 
forum, it may be clear that the 
rural cnaia is growing acrom the

SUte.
Future forums are planned at 

Farmfest, and Aug 30 at the 
MinnesoU State Fairgrounds. 
Both of those forums may also be 
viewed from the Redwood County 
Extension Office

The University of MinnesoU 
Extension. Association of 
MinnesoU Counties, MinnesoU 
Department of Agriculture and 
MinnesoU Bankers Association 
spearheaded the project.
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