
The proposed community led vision for Rice Street will remove a significant barrier with a new roadway 
configuration that prioritizes safety mobility for pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit. The project will promote 
economic growth and local investment, create an inviting environment, and support growing multimodal usage.

RICE STREET (CSAH 49) RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Ramsey County, Minnesota 2023 RAISE Capital Grant Request
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A $19.5M RAISE Capital Construction Grant will allow a 2024 
reconstruction start for Rice Street, a major transportation corridor 
and economic activity hub in Saint Paul. Rice Street connects 
residents, travelers, and visitors to a diverse intermingling of 
businesses, services and institutions. The current roadway has 
numerous safety, access, and traffic concerns, including a crash 
rate nearly two and a half times the statewide average rate for 
total crashes and four times the rate of fatal and serious injury 
crashes. This equates to a crash once every three days. 

Project Need

50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

The full reconstruction of Rice Street from Pennsylvania Avenue to 
Wheelock Parkway will improve safe, multimodal access to area 
amenities such as locally owned commercial and employment 
destinations, social services, and civic institutions. The full 
reconstruction of Rice Street from Pennsylvania Avenue to 
Wheelock Parkway will include:

•	 4-3 conversion with center turn lane (road diet)
•	 Shared-use pedestrian & bicycle path
•	 Enhanced sidewalk conditions
•	 Consistent boulevard space and streetscape amenities
•	 Improved transit access for the future G Line BRT route.
•	 Planned utility upgrades along the entire 2-mile segment
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https://clients.bolton-menk.com/ricestreetrcp/

living below 
poverty line

29%

All census tracts 
within the project 

area are classified 
as an Area of 

Persistent Poverty 
or a Historically 
Disadvantaged 

Community per the 
U.S. Census

Senator Tina Smith
Senator Amy Klobuchar
County Commissioner Trista MatasCastillo
County Commissioner Toni Carte
Congresswoman Betty McCullum

Project Components
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$13.7M $*Inflated to 2025 dollars

$39.9M
Total 

Investment 
Needed

A lack of funding for transportation projects can derail 
already established momentum, partnerships, and 

political will. Loss of momentum and the ability to deliver 
on investment promises, particularly to disadvantaged 

populations, deteriorates trust and reignites past pains. The 
project partners and supporting community representatives 
are very committed to ensuring the responsive delivery of 

promises made.

Total 
Investment 

Secured
*Funds secured from Metropolitan Council Regional Solicitation Award, Ramsey County, the City of Saint Paul, and Metro Transit.

https://clients.bolton-menk.com/ricestreetrcp/
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